wrought, soon laid down the ten shillings, and then our
countryman thus proceeded: " I must confess that I know
which way your cup went, but when you charged me with
it I had it not, neither was it out of the room, and I must
tell you this, that if you had sought narrowly you might
have found it, but it was not there long after. We who live
by our wits must act by policy more than downright strength,
and this cannot be done without confederates, and I had
such in the management of this affair, for I left the cup
fastened with soft wax under the middle of the board of
the table where I drank; which place of the table, by reason
it was covered with a cloth, as you may remember it was,
it could not well be seen, and therefore you and your servants
missed it. You know that very willingly I went with you
to the justice ; and whilst we were gone, those friends and
confederates of mine, whom I had appointed, and who knew
the room and everything else, went into the house, and into
the same room, where they found the silver cup, and with-
out the least suspicion went fairly off with it; and at a
place appointed we met, and there acquainted one another
with our adventures; and what purchases we had made
we equally shared them between us." The landlord, at
hearing this discourse, was extremely surprised, although
fully satisfied. "But yet," said he, "I would be resolved
one question, which is this: How if we had found it where
you had put it whilst you were there?" "Why, truly,"
said Rumbold, " then you would have charged me with
nothing, and I would have put it off with a jest; and if that
would not have done, the most you could have done would
have been only to have kicked and beaten me, and those
things we of our quality must venture. You know the old
proverbs, c Nothing venture, nothing have *; and * Faint
heart never won fair lady.' And we have this other proverb
to help us: * Fortune ifavours the bold,' as it commonly
does those of our quality, and she did me, I thank her, in
that attempt." Rumbold thus descanted upon his actions,
and the landlord, finding no likelihood of getting his cup,
or anything else, from our adventurer, returned home,
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